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sextial desire and pleasure.

From Goddard 1933: 138-
139
m “She decided that both men

and women should have
medicine to attract each
other. She made a penis of
turquoise. She rubbed loose
uticle from the man’s breast.
This she mixed with yucca
fruit. She made a clitoris of
red shell and put inside the
vagina. She rubbed loose
cuticle from the woman’s
breast and mixed it with
yucca fruit. She put that
inside the turquoise penis.”



diree major concepts in Navajo spiritual realm

"Feather Of Life"

= Existence of four
genders: male, female,
masculine female-

bodied nadleeh and

feminine male-bodied R"“""”s( ;
nadleeh (berdache) /m
Rainbows
@ Human-beings’ bodies, . @ @
b : Finger Tips "Feather of Life"
independently of their Conials oz
gender, are composed (;‘l\)

of a female part (the

right Side Of the body) Ralnmmﬂ Top of the Head
and a male part (the left __ Rainbom
side of the body) e

Figure 7. The complete Navajo person. or dine. Original sketch by Harry Walters: redrawn
by Greg Schwarz.




Complementarity
between male and
female through the
action of couples

or pairs : Mother Earth
and Father Sun, Dawn
Girl and Dawn Boy.

= Exogamy

East
Early Dawn Boy Early Dawn Girl
Physical Growth and Development
Mother's Clan
Digestive System
Nitsahakees
Sisnaajini
South
Blue Daylight Blue Daylight
Boy Girl
Learning and Knowledge
Father's Clan
Skeletal System
Nahat'a
Tsoodzit

North

Folding Folding

Darkness Boy Darkness Girl
Awareness and Rest
Paternal Grandfather's Clan
Respiratory System

Sihasin
Dibé Nitsaa

West
Yellow Evening Boy Yellow Evening Girl
Social Life, Love, and Unity
Maternal Grandfather's Clan
Nervous System
lina
Dook'o'oostiid

Figure 6. Navajo cosmology Il.
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je sepdration of the sexes: a

Navajo Basket by Peggy Black,
‘Separation of the sexes”




“separation of the sexes
episode.

Consequences :

Birth of monsters which soon
started devouring the
remaining kids.
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Women’s reproductive
powers endangered.

> shapes vegetables.
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men used long threatened.
stones, thick feather

quills, hooked cactuses.
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GUlture, Navajo
Gommunity College
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if traditional myths also mention the men
nimals and different types of
, the blame seems only to rely on the

ch made herself useful about the home by
ing things in order and cleaning up, sorting
meat, and so forth. And when their

ands entered, they extended their hands in
welcome: ‘How are you, my husband? You
were right. We are not in a position to provide
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for ourselves but must rely on you.” (Haile)



an symbolizes :
egenerative power of Earth,

is endowed with the greatest powers in the
1 but she is also a passive being who

ders to the Sun in a poetic rape scene by
er.

= Birth of twins : they will get rid the Earth of
- monsters.



jheifinding of C .anging Woman by First Man,
fhelirth of the Twins who would later eradicate the monsters
attpyywWww.chinleusd.k12.az.us/office-of-federal-programs/curriculum-center/




Cg,ni' mMporary women’s views on
blame put on females.

orary women relate to both parts of

e they tried onquer part of the
onsibilities (most notably in the sacramental
‘that were taken away from them after the
ration of the sexes?

ce Manson : “And since then, the man has

taken the position that “you females cannot be
trusted. Because of what happened, you cannot be
a practitioner or a leader.” But that’s not true, the
wrongdoings were equal on both sides.”




N the political field

0 sit at the tribal council was
o late 1940’s.



same day were a bad
premonition.



models

of the nation.



e making of myths

myths were collected : from a
Christian Navajo interpreter
olar.

t of retrospective

scholar who studied extensively how

enous oral narratives tend to conform to

inant forms of power when transcribed in order
“balance inconsistencies between traditional and

contemporary politics.” (Curley, 2010).



