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Sobering Struggles in Great Depression and Homefront Los Angeles:  The Life and Death of Wilma Carnes Wilson
Wilma Carnes Wilson might have remained unknown had she not written a book about her incarceration for alcoholism at Camarillo State Hospital (CSH) in 1940, a personal memoir entitled They Call Them Camisoles.  Her experiences at CSH serve as an insightful introduction to its history, and I presented some of these insights at your conference in Buffalo in 2011.  My earlier paper had an emphasis on Camarillo State Hospital, and here I propose to present Wilson’s life and struggles biographically and in the context of Los Angeles’ history.
	Piecing together Wilson’s life has been challenging, beginning years ago with only her name, “Wilma Wilson.”  I plan to complete Wilson’s individual story, that is, detailing her early dreams of theater and film; her struggles with alcohol, the law, and various treatments; and the nature of her violent murder.  Her memoir, interviews with family members, and related histories of women, alcohol, violence, Hollywood, and Los Angeles have been essential.  Her death has also left me with the larger questions about alcoholism and violence against women during the war years.  To what extent was Wilson’s life and death part of a larger pattern?
	This paper would focus particularly on her drinking, the law, and alcohol treatment in 1930s-1940s Los Angeles. 
Nausica Zaballos, a French researcher, used Wilson’s account in understanding “Gender Narratives at Camarillo State Mental Hospital” (2011-12), and I have also found her story useful in studying the early hospital.  In Lady Lushes (2017), Michelle L. McClellan found Wilson’s “experiences illustrate important elements in how alcoholic women were treated” after prohibition.    I would like to add biographical depth to our understanding of Wilson, whose influence has surpassed her very short 34 years of life. 
